
Graphic Image Manipulation Program (GIMP) 
http://www.gimp.org/downloads/ 

BASICS 101: White Balance & Curve 

 

Open the program then go to FILE >> OPEN >> Your picture. 

From here you are going to want to Crop the photo to the desired size.  

1. TOOLS >> SELECTION TOOLS >> RETANGLE SELECT 

a. Then CLICK AND HOLD and design the size you want. 

2. Next go to IMAGE >> CROP TO SELECTION 

a. Now you have a cropped image 

3. Finally, COLOR >> AUTO >> WHITE BALANCE 

Now your image is white balanced. 

http://www.gimp.org/downloads/


 

 



 

Color Curve: 

Next will be color Curve. To me, it’s kind of like an advanced version of Brightness control. I find it very useful for 

correcting for low light. 

Additionally, You will want to try and avoid having to use this all the time by having good lighting in the first place. But it 

can be helpful. 

1. COLOR >> CURVE 

2. A panel will show up that show the curve. I find it useful to move the curve in a blank region UP.  

a. The blank regions are areas on the picture with the least amount of color – so to speak. 

 



3. I then moved a point toward the bottom of the curve down to darken, 

4. Then one in the center UP to help maintain the original curve point. 

 

 

  



You can end your image editing here if you would like.  

1. FILE >> EXPORT AS >> 

a. If you do SAVE AS it creates a GIMP file to open the project. I only save those for projects I am adding 

more information to. 

i.  
2. Next I like to keep the file under 150 KB, I do this quickly with Microsoft PAINT 

a. Open the program, open the image then click the save button.  

i. In the Example that is all I did was press SAVE.

 
ii. Same physical size and Look, lower data size. Win Win! 

  



GIMP Level 2  

Basics 102: Creating Layer(s) 
1. TOOLS >> SELECTION TOOLS >> ELLIPSE SELECT 

a. For this example I decided to cut the ball out of the picture and therefore need an Ellipse Tool 

2. Optional: After selecting the shape with the tool you can FEATHER the image. This creates a smooth border 

transition from background to foreground. Adjust  

a.  

 



3. Finally, you want to FLOAT the image, SELECT >> FLOAT 

a. That separates the two sections 

4. Then you will want to put this floating section on it’s own layer, LAYER >> TO NEW LAYER 

5. And finial you will see with the two section separated you can manipulate them individually now. Changing the 

bright of one while leaving the other alone, or blurring one. You can have multiple layers. 

 



 

 

 


